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“And they cried, The Sword of the 4 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 4 
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$1.00 PER YEAR 


Last Chance For Free Book! 


177-Page. Book, “Twelve Tremendous Themes" Free With One-Year 


Subscription; Offer Closes 


We in the Sword. of The Lord 
office have prayed for 5,000 sub- 
scriptions in this special campaign 
now on. We had printed 5,000 ccp- 
ies of the paper-bound ‘edition of 
the book TWELVE TREMEN- 
DOUS THEMES just to give with 
subscriptions. Now in the few days 


that remain we can reach our goal | 


if hundreds and hundreds of you 
readers will do your part and send 
subscriptions at once to relatives, 
friends, pastor, and needy Chris- 
tians. Hundreds of subscriptions 
are pouring in. If all who have 
been especially blessed by the 
Sword of The Lord subscribe for 
others, we will be over the top and 
more. And we feel that is a Chris- 
tian duty joined with a great privi- 
lege, to make others happy and to 
enrich their spiritual lives with 
the messages of America’s spiri- 


‘tual giants in the Sword of The 


Lord. 


THIS IS YOUR LAST REMIND- 
CR! This offer definitely closes at 
midnight December 15. You are to 
get your letter in the mail, post- 
marked by that time, if you want 
a free premium. book with your 
subscription. This is -the last 
Sword: of--Fhe Lord in which- the 
announcement can be made, so we 
urge you to make out your sub- 
scription list at once, send a dollar 
with each name and address, mail 
it to the Sword of The Lord Pub- 
lishers, 145 North Hale Street, 
Wheaton, Illinois. . 


Remember that this offer is not 
good for your own renewal sub- 
scription. You do not get the free 
book with your own subscription, 
if you now rceive the Sword of The 
Lord. But we will be glad to send 
you one of these large, important 
books on the great Bible doctrines 
for each subscription you send for 
others. If you are not now receiv- 


ing the Sword of The Lord, you}. 


may send your own subscription 
and get the premium, too. 


Please do not ask us to break 
our rules in this matter. Codperate 
with us in helping to get the Sword 
of The Lord to others who need it. 

You may send the Sword of The 
Lord as Christmas gifts to friends, 
and if you request it, we. will 
send a card announcing your gift. 
This gift card will be mailed, God 
willing, the day your subscription 
arrives. Each Christmas gift sub- 
scriber will receive the . Christ- 
mas issue of the Sword: of The 
Lord. We will do our best on this 
matter, but please rush your sub- 
scriptions as early as possible. 


It may be necessary to raise the 


subscription price of the Sword off 


The Lord; at present we have not 


done so. The fifty-two issues for 


a year are a tremendous bargain, 


carrying over a hundred great ser- 


mons by America’s leading soul 
winners. And when you can get the 
large book of 177 pages, TWELVE 
TREMENDOUS THEMES, abso- 
lutely free for sending a year’s 
subscription, that is a bargain you 


should not let slip. 


Mark each subscription whether 


- new or renewal, if possible. 


_ Tell whether to send the book to 
you or to the one whose subscrip- 


tion you send. 


den 


Send as many subscriptions as 


_ possible. Many Christmas gifts are 
-. not available, and nothing, proba- 
+ bly, can bring so much blessing as 

the Sword of The Lord. 


Get. you letters in the mail so 


it will be postmarked by midnight, 


‘ _ ' December 15! 


Wednesday, December 15 
ALTERNATIVE OFFER 


If you prefer, instead of one 
copy of the paper bound, book, 
TWELVE TREMENDOUS 
THEMES, for each subscription, 
you may take advantage of any 
of the following offers: 

You may receive the CLOTH 
BOUND, LIBRARY .-EDITION of 
Twelve Tremendous Themes, extra 
nice, (value $1.00) for two sub- 
scriptions. "1 

Or, you may. have the new edi- 
tion of Prayer — Asking and Re- 
ceiving, 328 pages (regular price 
now $1.50) for only three sub- 
scriptions, | 

Or, you may have the lovely 
cloth bound book of evangelistic 
sermons, When SkKeletons Come 
Out of Their Closets (value $1.00) 
for two subscriptions. Tell us plain- 
ly which premium you choose. No- 
tice subscription blank elsewhere 
in this paper. 

Address all letters to the Sword 
of the Lord Publishers, 145 North 
Hale St., Wheaton, Illinois. 


Elmira Union Revival 
Closed November-28 


The John R. Rice — J. Stratton 
Shufelt party closed a union revival 
campaign at Elmira, New York, 
Sunday evening, November 28, 
with a blessed service in which 
God saved many souls in the Lake 
Street . Presbyterian auditorium. 
About 115 cards, mostly those of 
straight-out conversions, with a 
few  backsliders returning to 
Christ, were filled out in the in- 
quiry room at the Lake Street 
Church. No effort was made to 
count simple reconsecrations of 
Christians already living more or 
less for God. In other outside serv- 
ices, scores claimed the Saviour; 
possibly twenty-five or thirty at 
Breesport High School, ten at 
Corning North Side Baptist, ten at 
Chemung Baptist Church, a large 
number at the Elmira Reforma- 
tory, two or three at Binghamton 
Youth Rally. 

We praise the Lord for a blessed 
revival, with some great. things 
from God, despite many handicaps. 
The Lake Street Presbyterian 
Church had the largest auditorium 
available though it seated, I sup- 


(Continued on page two) 


Filthy Weeds and 


By SAM 


I am.speaking to you on the sub- 
ject, “Filthy Weeds and Stinking 
Testimonies.’’ The message sug- 
gested by a friend who writes from 
over in North Carolina, and says: 

“Brother Sam, I am one of the 
Billy Sunday members of Syra- 
cuse, N. Y. Why don’t you tell 
folks about the good you did there 
by your lectures and the revival 
you conducted in Dr. Downey’s 
church in. that city?” 

— Let me digress from reading 
this letter long enough to say that 
three or four winters ago I at- 
tended the International Evange- 
listic Conference in Syracuse, New 
York, and afterwards conducted a 
two week’s meeting in the fire 
Furman Street Methodist church 
where Dr. H. H. Downey has been 
the noble and beloved pastor for. a 
number of years. We had a won- 
derful meeting, a large number of 
people saved and untold good came 


MORE. THINGS THAT WILL 
HAPPEN WHEN JESUS COMES 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. ‘RICE 


Last week's article told of the literal return of Christ, and that 
there will be |. A GLAD SUPRISE, and Il. A GLORIOUS RESUR- 
RECTION. Here we give other things that will happen when Jesus 


coms. Ill. A GRAND REUNION. 


IV. A GRIEVOUS SEPARATION 


and, V. A GRAVE ACCOUNTING. 


lt may be well for you to review the first article before reading 


this. 
lil. A GRAND REUNION 


When Jesus comes, then we will 
be. united with all those we have 
loved and lost a while. First Thes- 
salonians 4:16, 17 .says, 

“For the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump 
of God: and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first: Then 
we which are alive and re- 
main shall be caught up to- 
gether with them in theclouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air; 

' and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord.” : 


Note that blessed promise that 
“we which are alive and remain 
shall be. caught up. TOGETHER 
with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air.” We who will 
be found .living, and suddenly 
changed, with glorified bodies 
when Jesus comes will be caught 
up together with the Christian 
dead who were raised, and together 
we will meet the Saviour; and He 
will take us to our Father’s house. 


Many a funeral. will be broken 
up when the Saviour comes. The 
first one to be affected will be 
the corpse for “the dead in Christ 
will rise first.” Then the mourners 
who are Christians will be changed 
in an instant and caught up with 
the one whom they mourned over, 
and all alike, if they are God’s 
children, will, united, meet the 
Saviour. Yes, it will be a grand 
reunion for God’s children when 
Jesus comes. 


+a 


The teaching of the second com- 
ing of Christ is the greatest com- 
fort a child of God can find in the 
Bible when parting with loved ones 
and laying away the bodies. of 
our beloved dead whose bodies 
have fallen asleep and who, them- 
selves, have gone to be with Christ. 
I mentioned that in I Thessalonians 
4:16, 17 the Holy Spirit reminds 
us that we “shall be caught up to- 
gether’ with the Christian dead, 
to meet the Lord in the air. The 
verses preceding that show that 
the Holy Spirit dictated these 
words to comfort the bereaved who 
have been parted from their loved 
ones. Verses 13 to 15 say, 


“But I would not have you 
to be ignorant, brethren, con- 
cerning them which are asleep, 
that xye sorrow not, even as 
others which have no hope. 
For if we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so 
them. also which sleep in Je- 
sus will God bring with him. 
For this we say unto you by 
the word of the Lord, that we 
which are alive and remain un- 
to the coming of the Lord 
shall not prevent them which 
are asleep’ (I° Thessalonians 
4:13-15). 

Too many Christians when they 
come to a funeral do not act like 
Christians. There are too many 
people who, under the stress of 
parting with loved ones on the 
death bed and in the cemetery, 


* 


act as if the Bible is a lie and as: 


if Jesus would never come. Oh, 
dear Christian, do not be ignor- 
ant concerning them which are 


asleep and do not sorrow as others 
which have no hope! For God who 
remembers you will not forget our 
beloved ones whose bodies lie in 
graves that are marked by our 
fast withering flowers and often 
watered with the tears of our lone- 
liness and sorrow. Blessed be God, 
we shall see them again! And 
then, after the blessed promise that 
we shall be caught up TOGETH- 
ER, I Thessalonians 4:18 says, 
“Wherefore comfort one another 
with these words.”” With Christian 
people who have lost a Christian 
loved one, ministers ought often 
use this blessed Scripture, I Thes- 
salonians 4:13-18, which is par- 
ticularly written for this sweet 
comfort. 

A few years ago I had a letter 
from Evangelist Mel Trotter, the 
founder and director of the famous 
rescue mission in Grand Rapids 
now called by his name. He want- 
ed me, he said, to come and preach 
in that great rescue mission where 
so many thousands have been 
saved. Well, it was not long there- 
after when I went to Grand Rapids 
to preach in the Mel Trotter Mis- 
sion, at the invitation of the mis- 
sion, the Maranatha Fellowship of 
Christian Businessmen, and _ the 
Christian Endeavors of the city. I 
preached in the mission for two 
weeks, and on Easter Sunday we 
had two great services in the big 
city. auditorium. But Mel Trotter 
was not there. Already he had gone 
to be with the Lord. 

1 walked reverently into the of- 
fice where Mel Trotter had planned 
and prayed and studied and di- 
rected the activities of this mission 
and from where he had gone out 
to hold great revival campaigns 
over America, to organize other 
rescue missions, and to win tens 
of thousands of souls. And on the 
wall of the office that had belonged 
to Mel Trotter, now in Heaven, I 
saw a motto with these words, as 


(Continued on page three) 


‘Church was full ™ 


Stinking Testimonies ~ 


MORRIs 


out of the meet- 
ings. I was On Pee = 
the radio every Fy 3 
day and we had | 
abigmass meet- 
ing the closing 
Monday night, 
and despite the 
fact that it & 
poured down 
rain all _ that 
afternoon and 
people had to 
come to church 
in the rain; that @ 
night the First —& 
Methodist 


in the balconies 
and on the main 
floor.I had plan- 
ned toconduct an- 
other campaign in Syracuse next 
month but the war conditions and 
the congested travel conditions 
made it inadvisable for me to keep 
that engagement. Syracuse is a 
fine place and I love the people 
up in the east. They know how to 
appreciate a goodhill billy preaen- 
er like me. 

This friend who is now in North 
Carolina goes on to write, 

“I hear you about every. morn- 
ing..Here where I board I asked 
the other men to put in and we 
took up a collection; we want to 
help you keep on: keeping: on —.” 

This man then tells how friends 


Rev. Sam Morris 


wanted him to go fishing with 


them on Sunday and he refused 
with the consequent result that 
four men were saved and that they 
have been going to church instead. 

That’s what. standing true to 
God did. : 

That’s using your influence for 
Christ instead of the devil. If 
church members didn’t go to pic- 
ture shows, it would close about 


half or two-thirds of them. If. 


church members didn’t dritik booze 
or compromise with it, we never 
would have repealed prohibition. 


If church members did’nt play — 


cards and bet on horse races and 
buy lottery tickets and bite on 
public drawings, we could rid this 
country of gambling. If church 
members among the fair sex didn’t 
parade around half-naked and in 
men’s breethes following the latest 
fashions of Paris, Hollywood and 
the bathing beaches, there wouldn’t 
be so many degenerates and immor- 
al crimes over this country among 
boys and little girls hardly old 
enough to get out of the cradle. 

Do you say Amen to that? 

Well, just remember that when 
you say Amen to Sam Morris, it’s 
just like saying sic-’em to a bull- 
dog. 

People say, “I don’t want to be 
different.” 

Well, mister, God wants you to 
be different. 

He says, “Be not conformed to 
this world.’’ 

You say, “Everybody's doing it.”’ 

That’s why you ought not to do 
it. Be different. Don’t be a polly 
wog. Don’t be a chameleon chang- 
ing color and taking on the look 


of every log and stump and vine . 


you get against. 


“Everybody's doing it” doesn’t 


make it right. 
Every 


to the devil. 
(Continued on page two) 


and he ruined his family and went 


was wicked in Sodom 
and so old Lot went with the crowd 
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to, Ecuador, Seuth America. 


in to the broadcasts, and hear 


Nebraska Lincoln 


EDITOR ON “BACK TO THE. BIBLE 
BROADCAST” DEC. 27 TO JAN. 13 


By JOHN R. RICE 


It gives me great joy to announte that I will be the guest of 
Reverend Theodore H. Epp, speaking on the Back to the Bible 
Broadcast from Lincoln, Nebraska, beginning Monday, Decem- 
ber27, and running through January 13, God willing. This great 
broadcast is on a chain of 14 stations, in Nebraska, South Da- 
kota, Iowa, Missouri, Colorddo, Indiana, Arkansas, Texas, Mon- 
tana and Ecuador, South America. Besides these long wave 
broadcasts, there are a number of short wave outlets from .Qui- 


Brother Epp is doing a marvelous work. It has been a great 
joy to have fellowship with him in this broadcast for two rather 
extended, periods, one a year ago and one about three years 
ago. God has blessed his faith, 
expect a great pouring out of the Holy Spirit: during this visit. 

Below is a radio log showing the station, wave length and 
time so that most readers of The Sword of The Lord can tune 


along with Brother Epp beginning December 27. 


“BACK TO THE BIBLE BROADCAST" RADIO LOG 
! Long Wave (War Time)’ 

ON THE ATR EVERY DAY EXCEPT SUNDAY 

KFAB 


780 10,000 8;30 a. m. 

Nebraska Grand Island KMMJ T5O 1,000 1:30 p. m. 
Nebraska Scottsbluff KGKY 1490 250 9:00 a. m. 
South Dakota Yankton WNAX 570 5,000 8:30 a. m. 
Towa Shenandoah KMA~ 960 5,000 8:30 a. m. 
Missouri Kansas City WHB 880 1,000 8:30 a. m. 
Colorado Denver KVOD 630 5,000 7:00 a. m. 
Colorado. Greeley KFKA 910 1,000 9:30 a. m. 
Indiana Gary WIND 960 9,000 6:30 a. m. 
Indiana Indianapolis WIBC 1070 9,000 10:15 a. m. 
Arkansas Little Rock KLRA 1010 10,000 10:15a.m.* 
Texas Wichita Falls KWFT 620 5,000 8:30 a. m. 
Montana Sidney KGCX 1480 1,000 ‘10:15 a. m. 
Quito Ecuador, S.A. HCJB 974 2,000 7:00a.m.7 
: 3:00 p. m.7 

(Sat. 9 a. m.) + (Standard Time) 


his devotion, his humility. We 


Brother Epp now and hear me 


Elmira Union Reviva 
Closed November 28 
(Continued from page one) 


pose, not over 700 in the main au- 
ditorium, with extra chairs in*the 
aisles. There was no place for the 
~ehoir; the church has provision on- 


-ly for a quartet in the choir loft. 


Most of the codperating churches 
did not give up their. own services, 
even on Sunday nights, as they 


large, neutral auditorium been 
available, a great chorus choir or- 
ganized, and had adequate organi- 
zation been possible before the 
campaign. But our hearts are deep- 
ly grateful to God for His bless- 
ings. 

Mrs. Shufelt played the piano. 
The last week Mrs. Rice came for 
a refreshing vacation from. the 
heavy duties at home, and to help 
in soul winning. . : 

Sunday night Mrs .Rice talked 
to a Catholic woman who seemed 
deeply concerned, and asked to see 
the evangelist after the service. As 
we sat down and talked together, 
it did not take long to show her, by 
the use of ITimothy2:5, that “there 


tween God and men,the man Christ 
Jesus,’ and that what she needed 
was not to do penance, go to mass 
or live a better life, but to get 
conyerted, really born again by 
turning her case over to Jesus 
Christ as the one Mediator, Sav- 
iour and High Priest. Her beau- 
tiful little daughter sat beside her; 
she had already been begging to be 
saved and was glad to trust Christ 
as her Saviour, too. I called Dr. 
White, the godly pastor of Lake 
Street Presbyterian Church, and 
he made definite arrangements to 
call and teach them the Word more 
perfectly and to see that they were 
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enlisted in ‘the church, since the 
little daughter was already attend- 
ing Sunday school there. 


On the last Saturday night Mrs. 
Hakes, wife of the pastor of the 
Birchwood Baptist Tabernacle in 
Elmira Heights, talked to two 
young women who were deeply 
concerned about their soul. They 
did not surrnder then, but the next 
morning they came to Sunday 
school and told Mrs. Hakes that 
before they slept they had prayed 
and trusted Christ as Saviour. 


Among the seventeen or eighteen, 
I suppose, who were saved Sunday 
night, were three boys, I think 
nine, ten and eleven years old, 
brothers. Their two older sisters 
had been saved the night before 
and they could hardly wait until 
the invitation the next night to 
take Christ as their own Saviour, 
too. They had already discussed 
the matter at home and seemed 
to thoroughly understand their 
need of salvation and how to have 
it. There were many such instances 
of deep conviction spread through- 
out the community. 


The meetings were sponsored by 
a group of Christian businessmen, 


is one God, and one mediator be-| 


led by Carl D. Moore, Chairman 


| of the Gideons who called in young 


Evangelist Merle Fuller, to help 
in preparation for the campaign, 
and. some éhirty -four pastors co- 
Operated in varying degrees in the 
campaign. 7 

A number of pastors said they 
looked forward to a larger united 
effort next year, and tentative 
plans are being made in Corning, 


. Binghamton, and another group of 


three adjacent towns, to have the 
editor and Mr. Shufelt in union re- 
vival campaigns, if possible, in the 
next year. 


I have asked Mr. Shufelt to join 
me as a full time partner and as- 
sistant in union revival campaigns 
and he feels led of God to accept 


greatly. Mr. Shufelt was for about 
eight years the director of the 
young people’s work and choir 
leader and soloist at Moody Me- 
morial Church in Chicago, and is 
thus the successor of Ira D. Sank- 
ey, Dr. D. B. Towner and others. 
His long experience of leading 
great choirs and congregations, 
his magnificent solo voice, his hu- 
mility and devotion to Christ make 
him an ideal helper in big union 
revivals. He uniformly secures the 


involved, he has a tremendous in- 
fluence for good on young people, 


gentlemen as a master of assem- 
blies. | Pi Rone: 


my invitation, which rejoices me}. 


THE BWORD OF THE LORD 


Everybody was wicked and vile 
and their hearts were evil in No- 
ah’s day, but he walked with God 
and God spared him. 

God can use us when we have 
backbone enough to be different. 

A professing Christian that al- 
ways runs with the crowd is a dis- 
grace to God and a plaything of 
the devil. 

This man’s name is Sheridan, 
Mr. Fred V. Sheridan of Fontana 
Dam, North Carolina. He wants to 
know what I think about using 
and growing tobacco. Well, neigh- 
bors, I think the same thing about 
growing it that I do about using 
it. 


Tobacco is a filthy weed 
Old Satan sowed the seed; 
It drains your pockets, 
Stinks your clothes; 
And makes a smoke stack out 
of your nose. 

Tobacco has about 19 poisons in 
it. That’s why it makes you sick 
when you first chew or smoke it. 
That’s why it makes people who 
are not used to smoking, sick to 
be shut up in a room with a ring 
of pipe, cigar, and cigarette puff- 
ers, Smoking, in spite of what the 
advertisers say, is harmful to your 
teeth, your throat, your internal 
organs, your blood, your eyes, 
your hearing and your heart. It’s 
bad on your nerves. It’s. bad on 
your lungs. It’s habit forming. It’s 
expensive and hard on your pock- 
etbook. It’s filthy. © 

I see men stalking around with 
a lighted cigarette in their mouths 
—- a fool on one end and a spark 
on the other. 

Cigarette smoking women crowd 
our hotels, pack and jam our bus- 
es and trains, overrun our cafes 
and our restaurants. They are mis- 
erable and make other people mis- 
erable. I always feel sorry for a 
boy or man when [I see him bow- 
ing down as a slave to a little old 
weed. It’s bad enough for men to 
smoke, but God have pity on us 
when our women have nothing 
more important to do than to sit, 
or stand around, and suck a cig- 
arette. 

I wonder how many of you are 
saying Amen to that? 

Then send me a gift to the ex- 
pense of this work and help me 
keep on saying it. 

People frequently say, “If God 
had not meant for men to smoke, 
He wouldn’t have created tobacco.” 
I think that’s one of the devil's 
weeds. That’s what a lot of people 
say about booze.”; If God hadn't 
intended for men to drink, . He 
wouldn’t put grapes in the world 
and corr’ and hops and other prod- 
ucts out of which beer, wine and 
whiskey are made.” 
hops and other products out of 
which beer, wine and whiskey are 
made.”’ : 

That shore is a bright idea. 

Why don’t you say that and 
start drinking carbolic acid? 

Why. don’t you say that about 
rattle snakes and buzzards and 
hornets and pole cats and start 
kissing them and associating with 
them ? 

It would be just as sensible. 

That’s what the libertine and the 
advocate of free love and compan- 
ionate marriage says. God made 
men and women with powers of 
sex in their bodies, and therefore 
it’s not wrong to use them. 

Every old filthy, stinking, lust of 
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the flesh is excused and exercised 
by that same old threadbare ex- 
cuse that God made it and meant 
for it to be used that way. 

That’s the biggest lie the devil 
ever told. 

The Bible emphatically and re- 
peatedly, time and again, warns 
us against fornication, adultery, 
illicit sex relations, and says that 
“the abominable, and murderers, 
and whoremongers, and sorcerers, 
and idolaters, and all liars, shall 
have their part in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone; 
which is the second death.” That’s 
Revelation 21:8. And Revelation 
21:27 says that nothing that defiles 
or makes abomination shall enter 
into that pearly white city, where 
the angels sing and where the 
streets are made of goid. 


tians and preachers smoke and use 
tobacco.” I don’t deny that. But I 
am not discussing that. I’m tell- 
ing you what the Bible says about 
filth and abomination. 

The Bible teaches that a beliey- 
er’s body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost. It also says that if any man 
defiles the temple of God, him shall 
God destroy. Tobacco is habit 
forming. It makes slaves out of 
men. It puts them under bondage. 
It is a lust of the flesh, just like 
booze drinking. It is filthy. Nobody 
can deny that. You can smell a 
tobacco user across the room. His 
breath stinks. His body stinks. His 
clothes stink.. The Apostle Paul 
wrote in II Cor.7:1, “Let us cleanse 
‘ourselves from all filthiness of the 


flesh.” James wrote for us to lay} 


aside “all filthiness.’’— James 1:21. 

The Holy Spirit dwells in the 
body of believers. How do you 
suppose He enjoys living in a body 
that reeks with nicotine, stinks like 
a tobacco factory, and rots and 
decays with filth? 

I know how He feels. 

The Bible tells us He is grieved. 
It urges us not to grieve the Holy 
Spirit of God whereby we are 
sealed until the day of redemption. 

I don’t think any Christian ought 
to use. tobacco in any form. And 
especially a preacher or choir lead- 
er or member of an official board 
in a church. Such a church leader 
is a mighty poor example of the 
grace of God that has brought sal- 
vation and which teaches us that 
“denying worldly lusts, we should 
live righteously, soberly. in this 
present world looking for the 
blessed hope and glorious appear- 
ing of the great God aud our Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ.” 

I don’t consider tobacco as bad 
as booze. 

But that’s no recommendation 
for tobacco. | 

I don’t consider a yellow jacket 
as bad as a hornet, but I have not 
patience with yellow jackets. 

Christians ought to be clean. 

They ought to set high examples 
before the world. 


I have walked in summer meadows 
Where the sunbeams flashed and 
broke, 
But I never saw the cattle nor the 
Sheep nor horses smoke. | 


I have watched the birds with won- 
der 
When the world with dew was 
wet. 7 
But I never saw a robin puffing on 
A cigarette. 


I have fished in many a lake and 
_ river 
When the sucker crop was ripe, 
But I never caught a catfish puff- 
ing on 
A briar pipe. 


Man's the only living creature 
Parading in this vale of tears 
Like a locomotive engine 
Purring smoke from nose and 
ears. 


If God had intended that he should 


smoke. 


Some of you say, “But Chris-/ 
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When first He created man 
No doubt He would have made 
him 
On a widely different plan. 
He would have fixed him with a 
stove-pipe, 
And a damper and a fire grate; 
He’d had a wonder smoker 
That would have been up to date. 


When I was conducting a meet- 
ing with Ford Porter in the First 
Baptist Church in Princeton, In- 
diana, a man, all broken up, came 
forward weeping and said, ‘““Broth- 
er Morris, pray for me. I smoke. 
I have, since I was a little boy. 
Pray that God will take away the 
taste and Ill quit smoking.” 

I said, ‘“Shore.”” Who wouldn’t. 
Do you think a blind man would 
keep on getting up for the sun- 
rise? Do you think a wooden-leg- 
ged man would: keep on going to 
a dance? If God took the taste 
away, of course you would quit. 
Who. wouldn’t Taste or no taste, 
throw them away and give them 
up because they dishonor a Chris- 
tian and shame God and hurt a 
believer’s influence.” That man 
hasn’t smoked one from that day 
to this. 

I make the same appeal to you 
listening Christian friends. 

Put away your old pipe, your 
old cigars and cigarettes, and your 
oldsnuff boxes and sti g cuds. 
They are bitter weeds and they 
make your testimony stink before 
God and men. 

Live for Christ and put away the 
filth and lusts of the flesh. You 
will look better, feel better and be 
better. You will glorify God in 
your: body as well as your spirit. 

Several years ago there was a 
school house fire down here in the 
state of Kansas. A little school boy 
was badly burned. They took him 
to the doctor who treated him and 
bandaged him up but shook his 
head and said, ‘H‘e’ll never walk 
again.” 

But that little boy wasn’t a quit- 

ter. He wasn’t whipped. He didn’t 
give up. He worked and prayed and 
kept on trying. He got to where 
he could hobble around. Then he 
could walk. He went back to 
school. He began going out for 
track. He took the track prizes 
and went to Madison Square Gar- 
den in New York and thrilled mul- 
tiplied thousands by his astonish- 
ing and marvelous record of speed. 
They wanted him to run against 
the world record on an_ indoor 
track at Dartmouth College in An- 
dover, Massachusetts. 
He agreed under one condition. 
They accepted his condition. He 
ran that mile on that indoor court 
in four minutes and four and four- 
tenths seconds. He is the world’s 
fastest mile runner. Nobody, has 
topped that record. He’s never been 
beaten. ; 

And as a little badly burned 
school boy in Kansas, they said he 
would never walk another step. 

Do you know who he is? 

He is Dr. Glenn Cunningham. 

I know him personally. We had 
lunch together and he told me this 
thrilling story of that race. Do you 
know what his one condition upon 
which he would run in that indoor 
track against the world’s record 
was? He said, “I’ll run it and Pll 
beat it if you won’t let anybody 
smoke a cigar, pipe, or cigarette 
in that building before I start that 
race.” They agreed, and he won. 

When you smokers can produce 
as thrilling a story as that for 


| personal achievement, then you 


will have something to talk about. 
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I recajl them: “Christians Never 
Say Good-bye for the Last Time.” 
And that is truth, blessed truth! 
I often have revival campaigns 
where my heart is knit to. the 
heart of some brother, and I long 
to have further fellowship, but the 
time comes soon to part. Or new 
converts cling to me, as to a spiri- 
tual father, and I love them, and 
brood over them and weep over 
them and pray for them! But God 
calls, and I must go up and down 
the land to win other precious 
souls. The other day as J. Strat- 
ton Shufelt and I closed a great 
union revival campaign in Hunt- 
ington, West Virginia, with a “New 
Converts’ Night” on Monday, our 
hearts were all glad with the bless- 
ing of God. They had given us gifts 
in token of their love. When the 
service closed they sang, “Good- 
bye, and we'll be praying for you.”’ 
Our eyes were all misty. And for 
an hour and more they gathered 
around, thanked God for blessings 
received during the campaign, and 
our voices were not quite steady, 
and tears, half glad and half sad, 
welled up from our hearts as we 
shook hands and gave parting 
counsel and rushed away to trains. 
Good-bye! GOOD-BYE! It is a 
word I have to say again and again 
and again and again! Good-bye is 
a word for this world, and_ fits 
all the fleeting, changing patterns 
of our lives; but, praise the Lord, 
it will not be all good-byes in 
Heaven! When Jesus comes there 
will be a grand’ reunion, and the 
saints of God will rejoice in the 
fellowship of all the redeemed. 

I leave my family at Wheaton 
and tell them gooy-bye as I rush 
to catch a train to a revival en- 
gagement. Often when I get to 
Chicago, twenty-five miles away, 
and have my grips on the train, 
I call back to Wheaton to say 
good-bye again and to give some 
parting counsel] or words of love. 
How grand it will be when the 
good-byes are done, when Jesus 
comes! 

Some years ago I stood by the 
grave of my: mother in a little 
country cemetery at Callisburg, 
Texas, in Cook County. I talked to 
my mother as if she could hear 
me, and I think she could. I have 
no doubts she knows about the 
long hungry. years I have spent 
without her. And I said, ‘“‘Mother, 
it won’t be long, and I will see 
you again, for Jesus is coming, 
You will come back to this body, 
and it will be raised and glorified, 
and I will be changed, and together 
with all our loved ones we will 
meet the Lord in the air and ever 
be with the Lord.”’ : 

‘Yes, I will see my mother again. 
And she will have a real body of 


“flesh and blood and bones. I will 


feel her arms around me again 
and her hands upon my face. She 
will not be wan and pale as she 
was when I told her good-bye, 
forty-two years ago; no, she will 
be glowing with health and beau- 
ty, like a bride, I believe. I think 
her hair will be as long and black 
as it was as it lay on her pillow 
the day she left us. But in every 
detail she will be real and will 
be my mother, and we will love 
one another. She gave me to God 
when I was born and called me her 
preacher boy and prayed that I 
might preach. In that glad day 
when Jesus comes, I will make 
my report! 

Over six hundred people have 
written the first ten months of 
this year to tell me they have 
trusted Christ as Saviour through 
my books and pamphlets and 
through the Sword of The Lord. 
IT never saw any of them. Wouldn't 
it be good to see every one of 
them? Wouldn’t it be good to have 
them tell the happy story of how 
they were led to trust in Christ 
and find peace and joy? Well, when 
Jesus comes I will meet them, ev- 
ery one. My! what a hand-shaking 
time we will have! When they 
come in from the North and the 
East and the South and the West 
and sit down with Abraham and 


Ysaac and Jacob in the Kingdom 


of God, how glad I will be to greet 
those who come from all over Tex- 
as, from Oklahoma City, from 
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Things That Will Happen When Jesus Comes 


Denver, from Phoenix, from Los 
Angeles, from Chicago, from Bing- 
hamton, from Huntington, West 
Virginia, from Elmira, New York, 
from Philadelphia; and from scores 
of other places where I have had 
revival services and where God has 
saved sinners. Oh, what-a reunion! 

And best of all, we will see the 
Saviour Himself, the One whom 
having not seen we love. And when 
I see Him, if He smiles and if He 


can say that I have been faithful | 


even in a few things, oh, how hap- 
py the day! 


IV. A GRIEVOUS SEPARATION 


We have rejoiced in the hope of 
seeing our loved ones again when 
Jesus comes. But now, in honesty, 
I must say that the coming of 
Christ will also mean a grievous 
separation. Some fathers and 
mothers will be separated forever 
from their children. Some wives 
will be separated forever from 
their husbands. The saved will be 
separated from the unsaved. 

This seems to be special teach- 
ings of our Saviour in Luke 17: 
24-36. 

“For as the lightning, that light- 
eneth out of the one part under 
heaven, shineth unto the other 
part under heaven; so shall also 
the Son of man be in his day. 

“But first must he suffer many 
things, and be rejected of this gen- 
eration. | 

“And as it was in the days of 
Noe, so shall it be also in the days 
of the Son of man. 

“They did eat, they drank, they 
married wives, they were given in 
marriage, until the day that Noe 
entered into the ark, and the flood 
came, and destroyed them all, 

“Tikewise also as it was in the 
days of Lot: they did eat, they 
drank ,they bought, they sold, they 
planted, they . builded: 

“But the same’ day that Lot 
went out-of Sodom it rained - fire 
and brimstone from heaven, and 
destroyed them all. 

“Hven thus shall it be in the day 
when the Son of man is revealed. 

“In that day, he which shall be 
upon the housetop, and his stuff 
in the house, let him not come 
down to take it away: and he that 
is in the field, let him likewise 
mot return back. 

“Remember Lot’s wife. 

“Whosoever shall seek to save 
his life shall lose it; and whoso- 
ever shall lose his life shall pre- 
serve it. 

“I tell you, in that night there 
shall be two men in one bed; the 
one shall be taken, and the other 
shall be left. — 

“Tivo women shall be grinding 
together; the one shall be taken, 
and the other left. 

“Tipo men shall be in the field; 
the one shall be taken, and the 
other left.” 

Some think this warning does 
not refer to the time when Jesus 
shall corne for His sainis, but rath-. 
er to Christ’s later return to reign 
visibly, personally on the earth. 
But a comparison with what Je- 
sus said in Matthew 24:36-44 
shows that Jesus used much the 
same language. And there the 
warning was repeated “Watch 
therefore: for ye know not what 
hour your Lord doth come.’ And 
“Therefore be ye also ready: for in 
such an hour as ye think not the 
Son of man cometh” (Matthew 24: 
42, 44). 

Jesus said that at’ His second 
coming it would be ‘as it was in 
the days of Noe” (Luke 17:26). 
God took Noah and his wife and 
his three sons and their wives out 
of the wicked civilization of his 


day, and put them into the ark: 
alone and shut the door. The rest |} 


of the world was left behind and 
soon was utterly destroyed. So 
when Jesus comes, He will take 
away His» saved ones out. of this 
wicked world. The unconverted will 
be left behind. 

Then Jesus says that when He 
returns for His saints it .will be 
“Ags it was in the days of Lot} 
and “But the same day that Lot 
went out of Sodom it rained fire 
‘and brimstone from heaven, and 
destroyed them all. Even thus shall 
it be in the day w the Son of 
man is revealed,”’ Lot’and his wife 
and two daughters were rescued 
out of Sodom, led by God’s angels. 
That was a sad separation, for 
Lot’s married daughters, and his 
sons-in-law who would not hear 
his entreaties, were left in Sodom 
to be destroyed in the fire and 
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brimstone. The wicked men of Sod- 


om, licentious and unbelieving, who 
would not hear Lot. were left be- 
hind and destroyed. So it will be. 
the Saviour says, when He comes 
again. God’s saints will be taken 
out of the Sodom of this world. 
The saved will be taken, and the 
unsaved will be left. 


monition, “Remember Lot’s wife.” 


But her heart was back in the 
wicked city. She first lingered and 
then looked back and was turned 
to a pillar of salt. She could have 
escaped, but she did not. 

Many a poor sinner who reads 
this is disturbed, is convicted, and 
feels the need of Christ and salva- 
tion, no doubt. Many of you, per- 
haps, long to be with the Saviour 
and with, your loved ones, when 
Jesus comes. But you hesitate. You 
are not ready to give up your sins. 
You linger, like Lot’s wife. Alas, 
if you do not hasten and settle 
the matter by trusting in Christ 
as Saviour, depending on Him for 
salvation, you will be left behind 
when Jesus comes, as Lot’s wife, 
alas, was left behind. 

Jesus said, “In that night there 
shall be two men in one bed: the 
one shall be taken, and the other 
Shall be left.’ In some parts of 
the earth it will. be night when 
Jesus comes. And the grievous sep- 
aretion will take place. even in one 
bed, oftentimes! The word men is 
not in the original Greek. The 
Scripture simply says, ‘‘There shall 
be two in one bed; the one shall be 
taken, the other left.” They may 
be brothers; they may be husband 
and wife... One will be taken to 
Heaven and the other will be left 
for the torments of tribulation, and 
eventua! destruction. 

Jesus said, “Two women shall 
be grinding together; the one shall 
be taken, and the other 
Leave out the word women. On 
some parts of the earth it will be 
morning when Jesus comes, with 
women grinding at the mill. There 
will be a grievous separation, an 
instant separation between the 
saved and the lost. Christians will 
be taken. The unconverted will be 
left. 

Jesus. said, “Two men shall be 
in the field; the one shall be taken, 
and the other left.” It will be 
mid-day in some parts of the earth 
when Jesus comes. And workers 
in the field will be divided. The 
saved will be’ taken, the lost will 
be ieft! Oh, what a grievous sep- 
aration when Jesus comes! In 
homes, in schools, in business, even 
in the churches, some will be taken 
away because they are saved, born- 
again Christians who have trusted 
Christ for salvation. Others will 
be left because they have not been 
born again. 

That is the meaning of the par- 
able of the ten virgins as given 
in Matthew 25:1-13 where we are 
told of ten bridesmaids who went 
out to meet the bridegroom. Some 
‘were wise, carrying vessels of oil 
with their torches or wicks. Oth- 
ers were foolish, having no oil. The 
bridegroom delayed, and then came 
at midnight when all were sleep- 
ing. To their dismay, the foolish 
virgins found their lamps gone 
out; and when they went to buy, 
they were left behind. They that 
were ready went into the marriage 
and the door was shut. After- 
wards the poor, foolish virgins 
could not get in to the marriage. 
And so it shall be when Jesus 
comes. Those who do not have the 
oil, by which we mean those who 
have not been born of the Holy 
Spirit, will be left behind. If the 
Spirit of God has not come into 
your heart to chagge your heart 
and to dwell in your body and 
make you a child of God, a new 


you would be left behind. 

Years ago I attended a tent 
meeting at Holiday, Texas. On a 
week-day morning Rev. W. B. Hol- 
land asked all who were born again 
and ready for the coming of Christ 
and the rapture, to leave their 
seats and crcwad on the big plat- 
form. He honestly urged the un- 
converted to stay in ,their seats, 
since he wished to illustrate the 
great separation that would come 
‘one day when Christ would receive 
his own born-again ones into the 
-air and take them to the mansions 
prepared in the Father’s house for 
their honeymoon in Heaven with 
the Bridegroom. I remember that 
the separation was real and awe- 
some. One .Christian man started 
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Then Jesus gave the solemn ad- | 


Lot’s wife started out of Sodom. | 


left.”” |. 


creation, then you are not saved. | 
If Jesus should come today, then 


came back to plead with his wife 
to go with him. She refused, and 
he began to weep. He caught her 
by the hand and tried to pull. her 
to the platform, and then weeping, 
sought to lift her in his arms and 
carry her to the platform, although 
she was larger than he. No one 
then thought it was funny, but 
all of us’ stood and wept as we 
watched the tragic drama. Soon 
she was weeping with a broken 
heart, pleading that God might 
save her that she might not be 
left behind. 

That moving service continued 
on past the noon-time as Chris- 
tians would leave the big platform 
to plead with unsaved friends in 
the audience. When one would ac- 
cept Christ as Saviour, he would 
take his place with the Christians 
on the platform and then motion, 
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with tears, and call to loved ones 
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to come too and not be left be- 
hind when Jesus came. 

When the services were over, 
past 1:00 P. M., I suppose, we 
stood about the well, talking about 
the great visitation from Heaven 
God had given in the morning 
service, and I felt someone timidly 
pluck my sleeve. I turned, and 
there was a fourteen-year old boy 
with eyes filled with tears, and he 
said, “John is it too late for me to 
be saved ?”” How glad he was when 
I explained that the Saviour had 
not yet come and the separation 
had not yet taken place and he 
could now be saved and be ready 
to go when Jesus came! 

In a Fort Worth, Texas, church 
one night people sat in the dark- 
ened auditorium with a light only 
in the baptistry, waiting for the 
baptizing of several new converts. 


(Continued on page four) 
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As I passed through the darkened 
auditorium, a woman caught me 
by the arm and stopped me; I 
ie ag and found her weeping. She 
said, 


“Brother Rice, do you believe 
that Jesus is going to come soon?” 


“I do not know when He will 
come,” I said, “but I know that 
if inay be very, very soon.” | 

“That is what I am afraid of!” 
she said. “I have heard you preach- 
ing, and other preachers, and I am 
convinced that Jesus may come 
acon. Oh, ‘that is what I am afraid 
,of! 

“But I thought you were a 
Christian?” I said, “Why should 
you be afraid for Jesus to come? 
Aren't you ready?” , 


— 


“Yes, I am saved,’’ she said, “but 
my husband is not, and oh, I’m 
afraid Jesus will come soon and he 
will be left behind, ana I will 


“never gee him again!”’ 


Dear friends, a grievous separa- 
tion is coming. If you are not 
saved, I warn you now you will 
one day find that mother, wife, 
sweetheart. brother, sister, friend 
-- all the converted, born-again 
Christians -— will be suddenly, in 
a moment, in the twinkling of an 
éye caught up to meet Christ in 
the air, and you wai, be left be- 
Lind! That will te the darkest time 
o* trouble this wcric ever saw. 
Wars such as we ‘have never 
dreamed of will take place. ‘There 
will be famines, pestiJence, earth- 
quakes’ men’s libertics will be tak- 
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ei away by dictators. and all who 
do not take the rark of the man 
vf sin will not be allowed either 
i> buy or sell, and any who are 
convertcd will be put to death. The 
most tragic time in all the world’s 
history will tare place after Jesus 
takes away all His-own Think of 
living in a world without a single 
Saved person in it! Think of living 
in a world without a single sincere, 
Saved preacher. Think of trying 
to do business where not a single 
businessman in the world is a 
Christian. Think of trying to get 
help for your poor lost soul when 
all of God’s people are gone! That 
is the dark situation you and ev- 
ery poor lost sinner will face the 
day when Jesus comes, when the 
trumpet sounds, when the dead in 
Christ rise, when the Christians 
living are immediately changed 
and caught up with the resurrected 
Christians to meet Christ in the 
air. Oh, dear lost sinner, I beg you 
in Christ’s name, repent amd be 
saved and be ready to go when Je- 
sus comes! 

And Christian friend, are your 
loved ones saved? How can you 
rest when your family may be 
divided forever today or tomorrow 
or at any moment? How can you 
be. uconcerned when..you have 
loved ones unsaved who are cer- 
tain to be left behind when Jesus 
comes, if they are not won soon? 
The second coming of Christ is 
one of the greatest incentives in 


| the: World for soul-winning. And 


how: sorry you will be if you neg- 
lect your opportunities now and 
weep later in Heaven for loved ones 
left behind forever because they 
were not saved. 

Have you wondered why Christ 
delays His coming? The reason 
is given in II Peter 3:9. “The 
Lord is not slack concerning his 
plomise, as Some men count slack- 
ness; but is longsuffering to us- 
ward, not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come 
to repentance.”’ Christ is not slack 
concerning His promise to come 
again and receive His own. But,. 


ers to be saved, and the only reas- 
on for His delay is that He is not 
willing that any should perish. 
Dear sinner, Jesus is waiting to 
let you in. Jesus is. wait- 
ing for sinners. like you to be 
saved. Then today repent of your 
sins, trust Christ as your Saviour, 


| give Him your heart. Then. you 


will be ready to go with your loved 
ones when Jesus comes, and you 
will miss the grievous separation. 


V. THE GRAVE ACCOUNTING 


... But the story is not all told yet. 
When Jesus comes, when. the 
Christian dead are raised and the 
Christian living are changed,: and 
are all together caught up in the 
air to meet Jesus and taken to the 
Father’s house of many mansions, 
there will be a great accounting. 
Christians, when they meet their 
Lord, must give an account of their 
deeds. 


In Revelation 22:12, we have the 
combined promise and warning of 
the Saviour: 

“And, behold, I come quick- 
ly; and my reward is with me, 
to give every man according 
as his work shall be.” 

When Jesus comes, there will 
be rewards to give out. And those 
rewards will be different. Christ 
will reward Christians according 
to their works. 

In Matthew 24, after the Saviour 
plainly said, “Watch therefore: 
»-for ye know not what hour your 


} Lord doth come,” (verse 42) and 


again, “Therefore be ye also ready: 
for in such an hour as ye think 
not the Son of man cometh,” 
(verse 44) there follows this strik- 


|} ing passage: 


“Who then is a faithful and 
wise servant, whom his lord 
hath made ruler over. his 
household, to give them meat 
in due season? 

“Blessed is that servant, 
whom his lord when he cometh 
shall find so doing. ees 

“Verily I say unto you, That 
he shall make him ruler over 
all his goods. 

“But and if that evil servant 
shall say in his heart, My lord 
delayeth his coming: §- 

“And: shall begin to smite 
his fellowservants, and to eat 
and drink with the drunken; 
“The lord of that servant 
shall come in a day when he 
_looketh not for-him, and in an 
hour that he is not aware of, 

“And shall cut him asunder, 
and appaint him. his portion 


a a 


oh, His, tender heart longs for oth- [| 


with the hypocrites: 
shall be weeping and gnashing 


there 


Of teeth.” 

51). 

Some of us God has sent about 
His business just as a servant at- 
tends to the household of his mas- 
ter while the master has gone on 
a long journey. Blessed will be 
the Christian who is busy doing 
what Jesus said do when the Sav- 
jour comes to call him away for 
the honeymoon in Heaven! Verse 
47 says that such a faithful serv- 
ant shall be made ruler over all 
his goods. That compares with II 
Timothy 2:12, “If we suffer; we 
Shall also reign with him .. .” 


The other verses in the passage 
quoted above from Matthew 24 in- 
dicate that there will «be real 
shame for disobedient and worldly 
Christians when Jesus comes and 

they face Him on the basis of 
their works. 


In Matthew 25, verses 14 to 30, 
is the parable of the talents, and 
again Jesus illustrates His coming 
by the accounting which a man, 
traveling inte a far country and re- 
turning, requires of the servants 
unto whom he has delivered his 
goods. One man who received five 
talents increased them to ten, the 
one with two talents increased 
them to four, but the man with one 
talent did nothing about it and was 
called “Thou wicked and slothful 
servant” and was called an un- 
profitable servant. 

There again the returning mas- 
ter is represented as saying to 


(Matthew 24:45- 


his servants, ‘Well done, good and 


faithful servant; thou hast been 
faithful over a few things, I will 
make thee ruler over many things: 
enter thou into the joy of thy lord”’ 
(Matthew 25:21, 23). 

Because His hearers “thought 
that the Kingdom of God should 
immediately appear,’ Jesus gave 
the parable of the pounds in Luke 
19:11-27. There Jesus pictures 
Himself asa nobleman gone into 
a far country to receive for him- 
self a, kingdom, “and to return.” 
‘And there, too, the returning noble- 
man demands an accounting of his 
ten servants. The first servant, 
whose pound had » gained ten 
pounds, was told, ‘W‘ell, thou good 
servant: because thou hast been 


faithful in a very little, have thou } 


authority over ten cities’’ (Luke 
19:17); and to the seeond He said, 
“Be thou also over five cities.”” The 
clear meaning is that when Jesus 
comes to take His own to Him, we 
are to be rewarded for our faith- 
ful work. And that reward, at least 
partly, is to be in helping Christ 


reign. No. doubt our brief honey- 


moon in Heaven is a time of_get- 
ting ready for the return of Christ, 
with His saints, to rule on David's 
throne on the earth,-as the angel 
Gabriel promised that He should 
do (Luke 1:32, 33)..In Revelation 
2:26, 27 the Lord Jesus promises, 
“And he that overcometh, and 
keepeth my works unto the end, 
to him will I give power over the 
nations: and he shall rule them 
with a rod of iron.” Revelation 
5:8.10 pictures twenty-four elders 
in Heaven worshiping the Lord 
Jesus saying, “For thou wast 
slain, and hast redeemed us to God 
by thy blood out of every kindred, 
and tongue, and people, and na- 
tion; and hast made us unto our 
God kings and priests: AND WE 
SHALL REIGN ON THE 
EARTH ” 
Notice that redeemed saints shall 
reign with Christ on the earth. 
In Revelation 20:6 is this won- 
derful ptomise to those in the first 
resurrection: “Blessed and holy is 
the that hath part in the first res- 
urrection: on such the. second 
death hath no power, but they. 
shall be priests of God and of 
Christ, and shall reign with him 
ousand years.” 
: it is obvious that there must 
be then a great accounting in 
Heaven where Christians shall be 
judged for rewards. The rewards 
will differ, depending on the way 
Christians have lived. That judg- 
ment will not be to see whether 
they are saved, for all these we 
are talking about now will have 
already been saved. But those who 
are already saved, who are already 
changed and have glorified bodies 
and will have been caught up to 
meet Christ in the-air and carried 
to the Father’s house of many 
mansions, must still face the lives 
they have lived, and be rewarded 
for their works. 5 
t judgment or accounting is 


ls 


Tha : 
what Paul had in mind in I Cor- 
inthians 5:10, 11: | 


“For we must all appear be- 
fore the judgment seat of 
Christ; that every one may re- 
cewe the things done in his 
body, according to that he 
hath done, whether it be good 
or bad. Knowing therefore the 
terror of the Lord, we per- 
suade men,” 

That judgment is described in | 
Corinthians 3:10-13 in the follow- 
ing words: 

“According to the grace of 
God which is given unto me, 
as a wise master - builder, / 
have laid the foundation, and 
another buildeth thereon. But 
let every man take heed how 
he buildeth thereupon. 

“For other foundation can 
no man lay than that is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ. 

“Now if any man build upon 
this foundation gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, 
stubble; 

Every maws work shall be 

— made manifest: for the day 
shall declare it, because it 
shall be revealed by fire: and 
the fire shall try every man’s 
work of what sort it is. 

Every Christian has Christ the 
foundation. But O, Christian take 
care heed how you build upon that 
foundation; how you live after you 
are saved! For if you build your 
Christian house, after salvation, 
of gold and silver and precious 
stones, it will stand the fire of 
God’s examination. But if you build 
it of “wood, hay, stubble” your 
work will be burned up. And verse 
14 says, “If any man’s work abide 
which he hath built thereupon, he 
Shall receive a reward.” People 
who are already saved will be re- 
warded for the good work they do 
for Christ. But verse 15 says, “If 
any man’s work shall be burned, he 
shall suffer loss: but he himself 
shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” 


Some Christians will be reward- 
ed with varying rewards, accord- 
ing to their good works after sal- 
vation. Other Christians will suffer 
loss;-even in Heaven,.and be bare- 
ly saved, so as by fire, without any 
special reward! 

And certainly this is proper 
Who would suppose that a care- 
less, worldly Christian who never 
wins a soul should have the game 
reward in Heaven as the Apostle 
Paul, or Stephen, stoned to death, 
or some martyr who gladly died, 


burned at the stake because he.- 


loved the Saviour and would not 
compromise? Who would suppose 


that a man who spends all his time 


making money, caring for his busi- 
ness, enjoying the luxuries of life, 
should receive the same reward 
when. the Saviour comes as D. L. 


Moody who was responsible under’ 


God for winning a million souls? 
Both are saved alike, by the blood 
of Christ, the careless Christian 
and the great soul-winner; but 
certainly both will not be on an 
equal in Heaven. There are degrees 
of joy and degrees of reward for 
the saints. And throughout the 
thousand years reign of Christ, it 
is certain that some Christians will 
have places of great joy and honor 
and responsibility because they 
have earned them by the Chris-. 
tian lives they have lived. And 
itis equally certain that others will 
meet the Saviour with shame and 
embarrassment before the judg- 
ment. There will be a grave ac- 
counting when Jesus comes! 

Oh, beloved Christians, 
heed how you live! 

Jesus may come today. And 
when He comes, there will be a 
glad surprise for Christians who 
love Him and are ready to meet 
Him. There will be a‘ glorious res- 
urrection of all saved dead, and the 
changing and glorification of the 
bodies of us who remain. There 
will be a grand reunion as we meet 
our loved ones and are caught up 
together with them in the air. to 
meet the Lord, with no more sad 


take 


good-byes. There will be a grievous. 


separation, however, between the 


saved and the lost when Christians .___ 


are taken away to be with. the 
Lord forever, and lost ones are 
left in the darkness of the great- 
est tribulation the world has ever 
seen. And then Christians will have 
a grave accounting when they 


meet Jesus, not only our. Saviour, — 


but our Lord, our Master, who has 
entrusted His work into our hands 
and who must, therefore, demand 
an accounting from His servants. 
Reader, are you ready if Jesus 
should come today? — % 


sus!?’ 


_Friday,-December 10; .1943 


“Amen. Even so come, Lord Je- 


